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Comments:

As for the previous years, mucosa samples were collected from red foxes living in non-endemic areas for E.
multilocularis and were molecularly tested by the supplier. The experience derived from the PT carried out in
2024 showed that the personnel of NRLs is skilled to detect Echinococcus spp. parasites in a qualitative test.
In particular, 100% (28/28) of participants detected both the positive and the negative samples. For as concerns
the recovery rate, the participants detected an arithmetic mean of 18 worms (range 5-35) in the samples spiked
with 25 worms. As for the past years, the lower capability detection of the samples could be due to eye focus
softening.
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Notes:

1. To guarantee confidentiality, participant laboratories are identified by alphanumeric codes. PT participant
identity is kept confidential and bound by professional secrecy. The PTP reserves itself the right to provide the
laboratory PT result to the competent authority on request.

2. The organizer designates a qualified company for the transport and delivery of PT items.

3. Each participating laboratory receives a PT panel according to the PT scheme. Each PT item consists of
intestinal mucosa, fixed in 70% ethanol, spiked or not with Echinococcus spp. adult worms. The homogeneity
of PT items is ensured by an accurate control of the number of worms spiked into each sample (item), made
by two operators using a stereo microscope. PT items are stable for 21 days from the date of preparation
(corresponding to the shipping date), provided that they are maintained in suitable conditions.

4. At the beginning of each year, the organizer-draws up a PT program and makes it known by publishing it on
the EURLP website (for national, international, public and private laboratories) or by email (NRLs).

5. The final report issue of each PT round shows the PT program implementation.
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